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REVOLUTION

Apostle John, who is alleged to have writ-
ten the book while he was banished in^ the
Isle of Patmos. Revelation is easily divided
into three parts, known as the introduction,
letters to the churches and the visions (of
which there are nine).

No other book in the Bible has given rise
to  such frequent and spirited discussions,

PAUL REVERE'S HOUSE AT BOSTON

and many interpretations of it are in exist-
ence. One school of thinkers believes that it
foretells the events that precede the end of
the world. A second school believe the
prophecies were uttered against the Roman
Empire, and that the emperor of Rome was
the Beast that was to be put down, because
of his opposition to the spread of Christian-
ity. A more recent opinion is that Revelation
gathers the symbolism of the Old Testament
and interprets it in the light of the Chris-
tian dispensation.

REV'ELSTOKE, B. C., in the Kootenay
district, on the Columbia River. It is a divi-
sional point on the Canadian Pacific Railway
and has large repair shops, which are the
largest industry at the present time. There
axe saw mills, a sash and door factory and a
hospital. As the gateway to the Kootenay
country, it is the headquarters for mine sup-
plies and also for tourists and sportsmen.
North of Revelstoke is the Big Bend mining
region, which produces silver, lead, gold and
copper. In the district is the Mount Revel-
stoke National Park. Population, 1931,
2,736,
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REVERE, re vee/, PAUL (1735-1818), an
American patriot, who rode from Boston to
Lexington on the night of April 18, 1775, to
give warning of the approach of a British ex-
pedition, which was resisted next day at
Lexington and Concord. This deed inspired
Longfellow's poem, The Ride of Paul Revere.
Revere was born in Boston. As an outcome
of his education as an engraver he engraved
and printed the first paper currency of Mass-
achusetts. He was one of the leaders of the
"Boston Tea Party" (which see), and in
1774 became an active member of the Boston
League, organized to watch the British in
that city. After his memorable ride to Lex-
ington, Revere became lieutenant-colonel of
state artillery and accompanied the unsuc-
cessful Penobscot expedition in 1779.
REVOLUTION, the name given a sudden
movement, political or military, having for
its end a change in government. Revolutions
may be peaceful, but they are usually the
cause or the outgrowth of war. The Amer-
ican Revolution was the cause of the war
which followed, and the French Revolution
of 1871, in which the empire was changed to
a republic, was the result of the Franco-
German war of that year. Revolution de-
notes the popular demand for a radical and
immediate change, and it is opposed to re-
form which favors a gradual transformation.
A revolution is external when a part of
the state separates itself from the original
state and maintains its independence, as in
case of the American colonies in 1776. It
is internal when it results in a change in the
form of government, as in the French Revo-
lution in 1871, the revolution in Russia in
1917, and that in Germany in 1918. A revo-
lution which has as its aim the overthrowing
of all existing government is anarchism. A
world revolution of the working classes was
predicted by radicals at the close of the
World War. The French Revolution of 1789
was one of the most important revolutionary
movements in history because of its far-reach-
ing effects. See FRENCH REVOLUTION".
Leaders of revolutions have a personal in-
terest in the outcome of their endeavors, as
well as a patriotic impulse to serve their fel-
lowmen. A revolutionist who succeeds in
bis effort is hailed as a patriot; one who fails
is likely to meet the fate of a traitor, if
captured.